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Principles of Presbyterian Government (G-4.0300) 
 

a. The particular churches of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) wherever they are, taken 
collectively, constitute one church; 

b. This church shall be governed by presbyters (elders and ministers of the Word and 
Sacrament,  traditionally called ruling and teaching elders); 

c. These presbyters shall come together in governing bodies (traditionally called judicatories 
or courts) in regular gradation; 

d. Presbyters are not simply to reflect the will of the people, but rather to seek together to 
find and represent the will of Christ; 

e. Decisions shall be reached in governing bodies by vote, following opportunity for 
discussion, and a majority shall govern; 

f. A higher governing body shall have the right of review and control over a lower one and 
shall have power to determine matters of controversy upon reference, complaint, or appeal; 

g. Presbyters are ordained only by the authority of a governing body; 
h. Ecclesiastical jurisdiction is a shared power, to be exercised jointly by presbyters 

gathered in governing bodies; 
i. Governing bodies possess whatever administrative authority is necessary to give effect to 

duties and powers assigned by the Constitution of the church. 
 

Facts about the denomination: http://www.pcusa.org/research/statistics_faq.htm#1 
“Ordinary and Extraordinary Discipline,” by Charles Wiley: 
http://www.pcusa.org/theologyandworship/issues/discipline.pdf 
Presbyterian Coalition: www.presbycoalition.org 




